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The book contains a wonderful discussion by James Michener about his ideas for Japanese prints

and illustrated by prints in his collection. Michener's collection is now mostly at the Honolulu Art

Museum and is a world-class collection. However, in this book the prints are illustrated by only black

and white reproductions. The original book had colored versions of his prints. In another review of

the original book the colored reproductions were not good so the fact that these are black and white

does detract from the discussion by Michener but not the quality of the print images. Most of the

print images are available on-line now days, especially at the Honolulu Art Museum, so that can be

used to study the prints more closely. Michener gives a lively sense of the people and society which

generated these prints and opines somewhat about art movements in general. The appendix

updates these critical discussions with more modern research. Michener is a master at simplifying,

enlivening, and explaining complex historical and sociological movements and how they interacted

with the particular prints illustrated. I think the book is well worth the cost simply based on

Michener's discussions and the illustrations are a great bonus.

Very poor quality print, even with pages upside down. I returned it.



great book!

This book is full of beautiful classic Japanese prints by some of the foremost masters.
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